20  Exonomiuna ma coyianvha eeocpaghis. — Kuis, 2019. — Bun. 82

“BATTLE FOR TAVRIA”: A HISTORICAL REGION IN POLITICS
AND IN THE MARKET OF GOODS AND SERVICES

Mykola HOMANYUK

Kherson State University, Ukraine
gomanuk@gmail.com

Abstract: This article deals with the process, and with the main factors and mechanisms contributing to the
modification of mental boundaries among people on the South of Ukraine in regard to the definition of what was
and is the South Ukrainian’s historical region of Tavria/Tauride. A conclusion is drawn that in the social perception
of this historical region has been more and more frequently perceived as divided into two separate ones. The
mainland part of the region has been expanded and became known as Tavria, while Crimea became known
mostly as Tauride. This process of diversification of Tavria/Tauride toponyms coming into the political discourse
of both Ukraine and Russian Federation that might allow some political manipulation and even legitimization
of aggression.

Key words: Tavria/Tauride, Crimea, social perception of historical regions, local identity.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.17721/2413-7154/2019.82.20-26
UDC:911.3
Received: October 13, 2019. Accepted: December 16, 2019.

“BUTBA 3A TABPIIO”: ICTOPUYMHUW PETIOH Y CBITI NOJIITUKA
TA HA PUHKY TOBAPIB TA NOCNYTr

Mukona FTOMAHIOK

XepcoHcekuli OepxxasHull yHigepcumem, YkpaiHa
gomanuk@gmail.com

AHoTauia: B cTaTTi OoeTbCcs MoOBa NMpo ronoBHi pakTOpM Ta MexaHi3mu, Wo BMIMBalOTb Ha Moaudikalito
MeHTaNIbHUX KOPAOHIB NiBAEHHO-YKPaAiHCbKOroO icTOpnyHoro perioHy TaBpia/TaBpupa cepef MelKaHLUiB LbOro
perioHy. Po3rnsHyTo 0co6nnBocTi ¢OpMyBaHHA LbOro iCTOPMUYHOro perioHy y uyacu Pociiicbkoi imnepii, konu
3anpoBajkeHHA TaBpiicbKoi rybepHii Mano Ha meTi BiApOAXeHHA reononiTUYHoi igei BisaHTiNcbKoOT iMnepit,
3a paffaHCbKOI fo6M, Ta y CyYacHUN nepiof yKpaiHCbKOT He3anexHocCTi. XpOHOsoritlo Ta NPOCTOPOBY AMHAMIKY
bopMyBaHHA perioHy po3KpUTO LWIAXOM BUABJIEHHA HA3B HaceneHWX MYHKTIB, opraHisauiin Ta nignpuemcTs,
CNOPTMBHUX KOMaHA, 3acobiB MacoBoi iHGopMauii, NybniyHUX KynbTYpHO-MUCTELbKUX 3axofiB OpeHAiB i
TOProBMX MapoK TOLO, eTUMOJIOTIYHO MOB'A3aHMX 3 Ha3Bamu perioHy (TaBpia/TaBpuga). BusHaueHO OCHOBHI
aKTopW, 3any4vyeHi [O KOHCTPYIOBAHHA perioHanbHOI ifeHTUYHOCTI PerioHy Yy 3a3HauyeHi iCTOpUYHi nepiogw,
a TakoX dakTopu, AKi BMAMBATb Ha CyyacHe CMPUUHATTA MeX pPerioHy, 30KpemMa BiAmnoBifHa TOMOHIMIKa,
a TaKoX ifel, BMCBITNEHI y HAyKOBil Ta XyAoOXHill niTepaTypi, 3acobax macoBoi iHbopmaLii, noniTnuHomy
anckypci. NybniyHe cnNpuUHATTA MeX Ta cKnagy perioHiB TaBpis/TaBpupa, a TakoX CMNiBBIOHOLWEHHA MiX
HUMV BUABJIEHO LWSXOM iHTEPB'OBaHHA MeLlKaHLUiB NiBAHA YKpaiHW. Po6UTbCA BMCHOBOK, WO y coLialbHOMY
NPUAHATTI Uel iCTOPUYHUI perioH NOCTYNnoBO BCi Binblue po3AinAeTbCA Ha ABAa OKPEMUX iICTOPUYHUX PEriOHMN.
MaTepurKkoBa MOro 4yactvHa 6ifblue cnpuinMaeTbca AK TaBpis. CnocTepiraeTbCsa TaKOX 3HAUHE PO3LMPEHHSA
LUbOro perioHy y cnpumHATTI MewkaHuiB MiBgHA YKpaiHu. Y Ton camunin yac Kpnm cnprnMaeTbca nepeBaxKHo AK
TaBpupa. OCHOBHMMU MexaHi3mamu Uiei guBepcudikauii €, no-nepue, TONOHIMiYHMIA npouec (HallMeHYBaHHSA
Ta NeperMeHyBaHHA HaceneHNX NYHKTIB, AepXaBHMUX Ta MyHiUMNanbHUX YCTAaHOB, NOAiM TOWO, Y TOMY YUCi B
pamkax fekoMyHi3auii), a no-gpyre — pyuHOK TOBapiB Ta Mocnyr yepes GopMyBaHHA HU3KM «TaBPiiCbKMX» bpeHAiB.
Llen npouec TonoHimiuHOT grBepcudikaLii BUKOPUCTOBYETbCA Yy MOMITUYHOMY AUCKYPCi AK B YKpaiHi, TakK i
Pocincokin Oepgepadii, B TOMY YnCAi 3 METOIO MNONITUYHUX MaHINYNALiN | HAaBITb neritTumadii arpeci.

KniouoBi cnosa: TaBpia/TaBpupga, Kpum, couianbHa nepuenuia icTopnyHoro periony,
NIOKaJbHa iA€HTUYHICTb.
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Introduction

In the summer of 2018 the Greek community of
Crimea proposed to change the name of the Republic
of Crimea into Republic of Crimea-Tauride. “Not just
add to the name of Crimea, but, if possible, completely
change the name into Tavria or Tauride”. In such way,
this idea was supported by some Internet commentators.
In fact, proposals to make Tauride an official name of
Crimea had been already expressed right after the
annexation in 2014. However, a different, non-Crimean
part of that same Tauride historical region conceptis
present in the area situated north of the Isthmus of
Perekop. That Tauride has its own administrative center,
its mass media, its local identity and even its annually
elected Beauty Queen.

Literature Review

The physical borders of Tauride as an Ukrainian
historical and geographical (ethnographical) region have
been defined in many instances by various geographers
and historians. The atlases of Ukraine, as for example the
one under the editorship of Marchenko L. or Rudenko K.
[12, 18], the definitions in various dictionaries (Volo-
buyev O., Golubev A., Yanko M. [2, 6, 22], the
monographic works (Goloborodko Y., Zastavnyy F.)
[5, 13] which are all unanimous about the location and
geographical boundaries of Tauride.

However, very different geographic borders and
relative description of the respective local identities of
Tauride are now fully shown in the very recent works of
Gnatiuk O., Mezentseva N. and Mezentsev K. [4, 17].

Goals

The article focuses on defining the modifications
in the perception of what would be the historical region
of Tavria/Tauride and its current nature. This article
reveals some factors and mechanisms of this process,
as well as various aspects of its involvement into
economic, political and cultural processes in Ukraine
and Russian Federation.

Results and discussion

The historical region of Tavria/Tauride is often
related to the Tavria region (a Russian Empire’s
Governorate since 1802), which was created in 1784
on the territory of the Crimean Khanate annexed to the
Russian Empire within the so called “Greek project”.
That was a geopolitical project of the Russian Empire
presenting itself as a renovation of the ideas of the
Byzantine Empire. This “Greek project” was of course
justifying and supporting the expansion of Russian
Empire to the south. Due to that project, the south of
contemporary Ukraine from Ovidiopol to Mariupol and
from Sevastopol to Nikopol is full of settlements with
Greek names.
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This might explain why a new administrative and
territorial entity, created on conquered land, might bear
aname taken from the works of Herodotus. That Russian
Empire Tauride province included two subregions:
Crimea and Northern Tauride (nowadays the latter is
part of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson oblasts) with the
administrative center in Simferopol. These borders and
notions of what were the geographical boundaries of
Tavria/Tauride region are present and confirmed in the
later Ukrainian maps.

The process of the formation of different borders
of Tauride region and the displacement of its center to
the Northern subregion started in the second half of 20®
century. This is confirmed by many evident examples.
First of all, new names of settlements with Tavria/Tauride
root appeared from 1952 to 2016 in Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson regions. As a result, twenty settlements with
the Tavria/Tauride root names exist nowadays such as:
Tavriysk, Tavriyske, Tavria, Tavrychanka etc. However,
three villages named in this manner and located on the
right bank of Dnipro river territory have never been part
of Tauride province of Russian Empire.

Second of all, there is an abundance of
pragmatonymy (the names of organizations, goods and
other results of human activity) employing the word
“Tavria” in the region. The majority of it is observed
in Kherson oblast. The most significant of them are
Tavria cognacs, the passenger carrier company “Tavria
lines”, theatre festival “Melpomene of Tavria”, the
Beauty Queen Contest “Miss Tavria”. There are also
many dozens of names of companies, schools, public
organizations, hotels, newspapers, sport clubs, contests,
products, i.e. “Tavria pigs” (Skadovsk) and the “Tavria”
cake baked at Kherson bread-baking plant.

Zaporizhzhia region is famous for its vehicle
Tavria and the festival “Tavria trumpets” in Melitopol.
The pragmatonymy of Tavria is also observed outside
of the former Tavria governorate. There is a chain
of “Tavria-B” malls in Odessa, a company “Tavria
Clinker”, the shipping company “Tavria Line” from
Dnipro, the recreation center “Tavria” in Mykolaiv
region, the “Tavria Meteorite” candies produced in
Mykolaiv and others. Kherson, Mykolaiv, Odessa,
Zaporizhzhia (administrative centers of oblasts) are
moreover connected by the passenger train called
“Tavria” Nr. 318/317.

Also, a new perception of what would be the
geographical borders of Tavria area has been presented
and expressed in many maps, atlases, articles, web-
pages and museum exhibitions starting from the year
2000. Those atlases indicated a Tavria region comprising
some Black Sea and Azov Sea regions of Zaporizhzhia,
Kherson and even Donetsk oblasts, as parts of it. At
the same time, Crimea was indicated as a separate
region [3, 12].

Media projects contributed to such perception. For
example, the authors of the media project “Ukrainer”
consisting in video documentaries about some Ukrainian
regions, travelled in 2018 to the South of Ukraine, where
they made a documentary video called Tavria. The
authors of “Ukrainer” project considered that Tavria
region comprised only the Dnipro river left bank areas



22

Exonomiuna ma coyianvua 2eoepaghis. — Kuis, 2019. — Bun. 82

of Kherson region and Kherson municipality on the
Dnipro right bank.

Onthe other hand, geographerI. Pylypenko declared
that the left bank areas of Kherson and some of the
western parts of Zaporizhzhia region are geographically
divided by a north-south line running from Vasylivka to
Melitopol. Therefore, he proposes the new geographical
definition of a “Tavria peninsula” into common use [7].

The perception among Ukrainians of where is
the center of Tavria has gradually shifted to the city
of Kherson. The majority of legal entities named with
Tavria/Tauride rootare accumulated here [4], the most
significant mass events are held here, the majority of
products with “Tavria” labels are produced here and the
majority of verses and songs glorifying Tavria region
have been written here.

This is my Kherson, the beauty of the steppe,
This is my Kherson on the Dnieper bank,
This is my Kherson, I am with you forever,
This is the capital of my Tavria (Sorokin O.)

Market products have been named using Tavria
root names as it became evident that it could increase
products status by introducing them into a wider
historical and geographical context.

In 2013, the slogan “Kherson is the -capital
of Tavria” was proclaimed by local authorities. It
was initially seen on the billboards in Kherson and
later in 2014 it was written in the official website of
Kherson municipality [21]. Kherson is also the center
of religious, administrative and territorial entities
bearing the name of Tavria. For example, Kherson
bishopric of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kyiv Patriarchy assign
a title of “Bishop of Kherson and Tavria regions” to
their ruling Bishops.Also,the Tavria bishopric of the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, and the
Tavria diocese of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church use
the same formulation.

In 2016, the decommunization campaign in Ukraine
led to emergence of new names for five settlements with
“Tavria” names in Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions.
As a result of this process, there is the following
toponymical situation in the South of Ukraine, which
gives us the opportunity to observe the extent of adoption
of Tavria root based toponyms.

At the same time the residents of South of Ukraine
have not formed a precise opinion of neither what
would be the center of Tavria/Tauride region nor of its
boundaries. A number of focus-group researches and
individual interviews revealed a wide range of very

Chart 1. Localization of the settlements with Tavria root based names in Ukraine. To the date of July 1, 2017 [1]
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Tavrychanka 1
Tavrychanske 1
Tavrycheske 1 [
Tavriysk* 1 1
Tavriyske 1 3 5
Tavria 2 1
Novotavrycheske 1
Pokrovka-Tavria** 1
Nova Tavria*** 1
Total toponyms 2 1 7 1 1 8 1

* Town in Kherson oblast and a railway station in Zaporizhzhia oblast
** Postal name. There are two villages called Pokrovka in Ochakiv district of Mykolaiv oblast. In order not to
confuse them, Pokrovka located on the Kinburnski peninsula is decided to be indicated as Pokrovka-Tavria on the

postal correspondence.

*** This settlement is not in the list of the Ukrainian settlements, but it may be seen at web-sites news. Nova
Tavria is located in Novoazovskiy district of Donetsk oblast
*#** The maps and the majority of sources indicate it as “Tavricheske” though the list of settlements indicate

it as “Tavriyske”

*#x It was also planned to rename two settlements in Zaporizhzhia region, and namely to change the name of
Kuybyshevo and Kirovo of Orekhovskiy district to Tavriyske [20]
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different opinions. A part of the population thinks
that Tavria is the whole South of Ukraine; others
consider instead Tavria as consisting in some Kherson
districts attached to Crimea peninsula. Here are some

individual views:

- “What are the borders of Tavria? For me it is
obviously Odessa, Mykolaiv and Kherson regions, let’s
say some parts of these regions. Tavria obviously includes
Crimea also. The North of Crimea is of course Tavria”
(male, 48 years old, Kherson).

- “Tavria for me is Crimea and somewhere from
Odessa to Zaporizhzhia, in that direction, towards
the Azov Sea, I mean, these three regions and Crimea.
Tavria is Mykolaiv, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia and perhaps,
partially Odessa, though Odessa is not all a part of
Tavria” (male, 50 years old, Chaplynka).

- “Tavria is Crimea, the whole Kherson, and
Dnepropetrovsk regions, even a part of Zaporizhzhia
region, a part of Mykolaiv region till the Southern Bug
river.” (male, 60 years old, Kherson region).

- “Tavria is our Kherson region. I am not a historian,
1 do not know but I think that this is the territory of this
side of the Dnieper until Crimea, I think so” (male,
56 years old, Kalanchak).

- “Tavria is a name of the place where we are now.
The Chaplynka district, I think Kakhovka district is also
Tavria, maybe Novotroitskiy district as well” (female, 37
years old, Chaplynka).

Some respondents consider that Tavria and Tauride
are actually variants of the same name, others think that
Tavria is related more to the mainland steppe part of
Ukraine and Tauride instead describes Crimea. Also,
Tavria and Tavria steppe for a part of respondents are
not only names of their native region but are also a part
of their identity, though not a primary one.

It is very important to understand the process of
“Tavria/Tauride” toponym evolution and content change
in the context of its distribution in Crimea, and in a
historical perspective.

The Soviet Socialist Republic of Tauride was
established in 1918 in Crimea, where it existed for more
than a month. The central Museum of Tauride, i.e. the
main local history museum of Crimea in Simferopol
city, was established in 1921. In 1945, Soviet authorities
created a Tavria military district in the South of Ukraine,
comprising Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions and
Crimea. This denomination was used until 1956. The
headquarters of this military district were established
in Simferopol.

Later in ’63 a soccer club previously called “Avant-
Garde” was renamed as “Tavria”. Then, in the ‘70s a
number of cultural and touristic entities in Crimea were
given names including the word “Tavria”: well known
vocal and choreography ensemble “Tavria” (1971), a lot
of hotels, guest houses called “Tavria” and “Tauride”,
and a several of newspapers and periodicals which were
established at that time. In 1971, the publishing house
“Crimea” was renamed “Tavria”.

From the Soviet period to 1991-2004 period both

the different variants of “Tavria” and “Tauride”were
used in Crimea together with also the relevant adjectives
corresponding to these names, “Tavriyskiy” and
“Tavricheskiy”.

The use of the name “Tavria/Tauride” in Crimea has
however totally changed in 2018. Both Tavricheskaya
Academy and Tavricheskiy College were established in
that year, while the national television and broadcasting
company (formerly named “Crimea”) was renamed as
“Tauride”. Also, the name “Tauride” and an adjective
“Tavricheskiy” were introduced into the names of main
infrastructure objects, such as the “Tauride” highway,
which connects Kerch bridge with Sevastopol, and the
Tavricheskaya power-station. The ballots for the so-
called referendum for the status of Crimea were published
by a publishing house called “Tauride” (currently run
as a State enterprise), while the publishing house called
“Tavria” became bankrupt.

A number of private entrepreneurs followed this
trend as well, as in the case of the future “People’s”
mayor of Sevastopol O. Chalyy, who created a company
called “Tauride Electric”. A private security company
called “Tauride-Shield” provides its services to some
strategic companies like “Crimean Post”, “Black Sea
Oil and Gas”, “Crimean Water” etc. Sometimes, a new
name of “Taurica” may also be seen as used inoccupied
Crimea, but it is not so popular as Tavria or Tauride.

The borders between Tavria and Tauride regions
are however neatly perceived and well defined by the
residents of Crimea and Ukraine mainland, at least
according to the following examples: the local newspaper
of the northernmost city of Crimea, Armiansk, is
called “The Northern Tauride”. That of course would
mean that Tauride’s border ends at Isthmus of Perekop.
According to this newspaper name, the land situated on
the other side of this isthmus would not be Tauride. At
the same time the name of Chaplynka district (rayon)
local newspaper is “Tavria’s Voice” (former “Soviet
Tavria”). This mainland Ukraine district lays on the land
north of Perekop.

As to the perception of ordinary Crimean peopleit
is worth saying that the denotations of Tavria and
Tauride are not clearly defined. Though for the majority
of the Crimean population Crimea and Tauride are
geographical synonyms, there are different variant of
what does “Tavria” mean:

- “I talked to a woman from Krasnoperekopsk in a
sanatorium, she said that Tavria is Crimea and part of
Kherson region”(female, 68 years old, Gurzuf).

- “I think that Tavria ends where the steppe ends.
It is Kherson, perhaps part of Mykolaiv. Till Donbass in
the East, maybe. Almost to Mariupol, and till Kharkov in
the North, or to the Dnieper river, perhaps. Till Crimea
in the South. Because Crimea is Tauride, the mountains.
For me Tavria is something steppe, sunny, warm’ (male,
41 years old, Yevpatoria).

Toponymy issues have become political
subjects after the annexation of Crimea. In 2014, the
Tavricheskiy Muftiate was created as a counterbalance
to the Religion Administration of Muslims of Crimea.
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Right after the so-called referendum on 16" of March
2014, a member of State Duma of Russia M. Degtiarev
proposed to rename Crimea Republic as the Republic of
Crimea-Tauride [9]. In January of 2015 another Russian
politician V. Zhyrinovskiy proposed to officially rename
Crimea as Tauride [11] and explained it as justified by
the necessity to return to a “primordial” name, unlike
the later “Crimea” adopted under Crimean-Tatars
domination.

The same idea was announced later by a Chairman
of the Greek national and cultural community “Tauride”
1. Shonus, who proposed a compromise with the double
name of “Crimea-Tauride” and appealed to “historical
justice”: “There are such precedents, such as the
Northern Ossetia (Alania), Yakutia (Sakha). Why can’t
we render historical justice to this land and name
it “Republic of Crimea-Tauride?” [8]. In 2019, this
proposal was supported by the so-called vice-premier-
minister of Crimea, G. Muradov.

According to a member of Ukrainian Institute
of National Memory M. Mayorov “The idea of
reincarnation of Tauride governorate within its former
borders may unexpectedly be implemented just like it
happened with “Novorossia” in 2014. The urgency of
such schedule is vivid, the control over the mainland of
Tavria may solve the problem of water supply to Crimea,
since the water of the Northern-Crimean Canal flows
along these lands”[16].

V. Putin signed a graffiti “Everything will be
Tauride” during his visit to the Crimean Youth Education
Forum in 2016. Some internet users interpreted it as a
hint of further plans of annexation of more Ukrainian
territory. “What is Tauride, comrades?! Let’s have a
look at the map. Here it is. Crimea plus the mainland
from Ochakiv through Kherson and till Berdyansk. It
is but a step from Mariupol. All know that Putin means
what he says. Tauride governorate. Let it be!” [3] — an
example of relevant opinions.

The then leader of the so-called Donetsk People’s
Republic A. Zakharchenko also said about Tauride: “You
know that our ancestors drew a map for us. Kharkov and
Tauride are indicated there. We are going to expand it a
little bit. We may also need Bessarabia”, he said during
the meeting in occupied Donetsk in February 2018 [19].

Conclusion. Between the end of XVIII and the

beginning of the XX centuries the area of the historic
region of Tavria/Tauride comprised the Northern Tavria
(lower left bank of the Dnieper and a part of the Northern
Transazov) and the Crimean Peninsula with its center in
Simferopol.

During that period, the names of Tavria and
Tauride were purely synonyms. In the second half of
the XX century a gradual differentiation of toponyms
Tavria and Tauride was initiated. The two variants were
still synonyms but, while the name of Tavria was more
applicable to the Northern Tavria and the whole steppe
area, instead the name of Tauride was applicable only
to Crimea.

A gap between Tavria and Tauride toponyms got
wider since 1991. Gradually a new perception of the
center of the Tavria region as Kherson emerged.

The data presented here confirms that the
symbolic and information space of the South of
Ukraine has actively enriched with Tavria toponyms.
The geography of its distribution wentfar outside of
the historic area of Tavria/Tauride till Odessa and
Novoazovsk. Tavria toponymy and pragmatonymy
has been observed as becoming prevalent on the whole
territory of Kherson region, in Crimea and in the part of
Zaporizhzhia region.

The toponym Tavria/Tauride have separated into
two paronymous words, namely Tavria and Tauride.
The name of Tavria is applicable to Ukraine mainland
(Zaporizhzhia, Mykolaiv, Kherson, partially Odessa,
Dnipropetrovsk and Donetsk oblasts), and Tauride is
applicable to Crimean Peninsula.

The processes of the appearance of two distinct
toponyms (Tavria and Tauride) was occurred because of
two mechanism. The first mechanism implies renaming
of the settlements, the state and municipal entities, mass
events etc. The second mechanism was initiated by the
market of goods and services. This mechanism was
brought the creation and promotion of “Tavria” brands to
the market and its identity support. It is obvious that due
to the second mechanism Tavria name expands into the
mainland of Ukraine and forms new identities.

This process of diversification of Tavria/Tauride
toponyms coming into the political discourse of both
Ukraine and Russian Federation that might allow
some political manipulation and even legitimization
of aggression.
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