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ABSTRACT: This article deals with the effectiveness of distance education for students
which depends on: real time of education, the level of cognitive interests, the level of
motivation for education, the establishment of the education system effective to each student
and elaboration of e-courses. Special e-course “New tendencies in linguistics” elaborated on
LMS MOODLE of Kherson State University «KSU Online» for first year students obtaining
Master degree, aims at expanding their knowledge in Cognitive Linguistics, Semiotics and
Pragmatics, presents learning material in a methodically unified form and creates conditions
of its content usage in any place and at any time apart from the form of students’ education.
The level of development of individual skills, students’ motivation in acquiring practical skills
in Cognitive linguistics, Semiotics and Pragmatics were evaluated by means of monitoring
method and method of examination. According to the results of investigation, the level of
students’ autonomy while doing given tasks is increasing significantly as well as the amount
of educational web-pages visits on open platforms. In experimental group students became
more motivated and ready to do creative tasks of professional nature. According to
questionnaire results, the majority of students (87%) wish to continue studying of the given
course, and to improve knowledge and skills with the help of e-course that proves their
satisfaction with the possibilities provided by LMS MOODLE.

I. INTRODUCTION

In modern world distance education is gaining popularity. Current
challenges connected with pandemic has put it into high-priority area in

education in Ukraine and the whole world.
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW

Distance education issues were in focus of attention of both national and
foreign scientists and different directions in their researches. Theoretical aspects
of implementation distance education in Ukraine were investigated by
H. Synyavska, V. Yablochnikova, L. Gavrylova, Zh. Katasonova, V. Varava,
V. Kukharenko, O. Rybalko, N. Syrotenko. Psychological and pedagogical
aspects of distance education are highlighted in works by L. Tkachuk,
|. Lukashenko, O. Lutsenko, M. Smulson, Yu. Mashbyts, M. Zhaldak,
L. Koretska, |I. Makarenko. Requirements to distance education teacher’s
knowledge and skills are explored by A. Trotsko, L. Rybalko, O. Kyrylenko,
H. Trush, L. Kaidalova, N. Tverdokhlebova, N. Yevtushenko, N. Nosovets.
Practical recommendations for teachers concerning the organization of distance
education are given in handbooks and training guides of such researchers:
H. Kolomoyets, O. Mel’nyk, S. Hrutsai, A. Voznyuk, K. Osadcha, V. Osadchyi,
V. lsayenko, H. Kashyna, K. Nikolayeva, L. Pavlyuchenko, S. Strilets,
T. Zaporozhchenko, Yu. Trius, I. Herasumenko, V. Franchuk, N. Morze,
O. Buinytska, L. Varchenko-Trotsenko.

Michael E. Krauss, the author of the course “Integrating the Internet into
the classroom” and a web-laboratory for English self-study, states that the main
difficulty in students’ distance education lies not only in the lack of time and
technical misundertsandings, but in the absence of direct communication as
sometimes “it’s easier and faster to show than to explain what to do” [Krauss,
2005].

Concerning the effectiveness of distance education we support Yu.
Mashbyts’s opinion [Mashbys, 2009] who supposes that it can be defined due to
consideration of: real time of education, the level of cognitive interests, the level
of motivation for education, the establishment of the education system effective
to each student [Mashbyts, 2009].



III. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY

To achieve the purpose of this article, a complex of general scientific and
specific research methods were used. When studying the degree of elaboration
of the given problem, they are the methods of analysis, synthesis and
generalization. We used both theoretical and practical analyses of psychological
and pedagogical experience in the viewpoint of the research in order to
substantiate the scientific and methodology support for our investigation.

In the course of confirmatory stage of the experiment, the methods for
questioning and investigating respondents were used. Questioning, testing,
interviewing were conducted at Kherson State University at the Faculty of
Ukrainian and Foreign Languages and Journalistic during two semesters of
2019-2020 academic year.

The quantitative analysis facilitated establishing an appropriate ratio of the
outcomes within the pre-experimental and post-experimental stages of the
above-mentioned training.

The pedagogical experiment consisted of 3 stages: 1) pre-testing of the
students (in order to determine the level of their basic knowledge in linguistics);
2) training course intended for the future foreign language teachers according to
combined (interactive and traditional) author’s teaching methods; 3) post-
experimental testing. The integrity of the assessment process was provided by

the control methods.

IV.RESULT ANALYSIS

The effectiveness of pedagogical impact while providing distance
education with the help of computer telecommunication networks is impossible
to comprehend without taking into account the peculiarities in communication
between a teacher and a student. It is significant here to find the ways of tackling

the problem caused by the following factors: the material in the process of



communication is not only transmitted, but also formed, specified, developed;
verbal communication is realized by means of dialogues and debates; natural
addition to language is the usage of non-verbal means of communication, such
as: gestures, mimic, pantomimic; the quality of voice, vocal range, tone,
inclusion of pauses, laughter, coughing, etc. into speech; visual communication
(eye contact); interactive aspect of communication is realized in collaborative
activities; in the process of communication there must be mutual understanding
between its participants [11].

However, among the advantages of distance form of education not only
the possibility of providing immediate feedback between the student and teacher
within network and the increasing of “the level of freedom” in the choice of
learning rate seem to be attractive, regular actualization of education material
with less efforts. In contrast to traditional education where a student is
considered simultaneously both the subject and the object of the educational
process, in distance education he serves as the subject only due to the usage of
computer [11].

The peculiarities of organization of students’ educational activities in the
system of distance education lies in shifting of the focus on students’ self-
education: compulsory mastering of definite levels of digital competences
among teachers and students, in particular, skills of qualified of computer,
communicative technologies and various services in the Internet; in the change
of the ways of interaction between the subjects of education cause by the
appearance of the corresponding informative and communicative technologies,
flexibility in the place of location of each subject and time of classes.

One of the forms distance education realization is e-courses. Our e-course
“New tendencies in linguistics” elaborated on LMS MOODLE of Kherson State
University «KSU Onliney for first year students obtaining Master degree, aims
at expanding their knowledge in Cognitive Linguistics, Semiotics and

Pragmatics. This course on LMS MOODLE is comfortable and easy in usage, as



it is available at any time and place in the world. Fig.1 contains characteristics of

the course, which also includes annotation.
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Fig. 1 Characteristics of the e-course “New tendencies in linguistics” on LMS
MOODLE«KSU Onliney

At the Dbeginning of the e-course there is section News where tutor
demonstrates the list of events which will take place in the nearest future. All
course users are subscribed to the News in mandatory mode. These events are
also listed in sections Recent news and Soon. A user-friendly interface of LMS
MOODLE helps to browse through above mentioned sections and stay focused
on the course content. The course includes such feedback elements as Forum
and Chat. Using Forum, tutor can ask questions or answer users’ questions,
students can communicate with each other or with the tutor, etc. It is this
element of LMS MOODLE that allows the participants to implement
asynchronous debates, i.e. discussions which proceed during a long period of
time that is extremely useful at lockdown caused by COVID-19 pandemic.
Participants can subscribe to Forum to get notifications about new messages.
However, the usage of Chat helps participants to discuss things online in a

synchronous textual mode. Chat sessions are preserved and are open to browse



through. In Chat high education students gather to discuss their experience with
each other and their tutor. In Fig. 2 you can see the beginning of the e-course:

News, Forum, Chat and parts of the first topic.

A e
KSU Online  ~

Onbra 3aboaouKas

HOBITHI ZOCATHEHHA B rasy3i JIHTBICTUKM

Ha ronoery / Mof kypcn / OcHosre mento / [oaatkosi pecypcu / Kypcw pospobneni crynentamy / HoBiTHI AocArHEHHS Peaarysat
Hasirauia Mowyk Ha popynax
aro / S5 News
v Ha ronoesy - 3actocysatv
@& IHdopmaLiiita cTopitka B rorum
v Mol kypcu _ Po3wmpenmii nowyk
~ OCHOBHE MEHID e Chat
~ [lonatkosi pecypcu
~ Kypcu OCTaHHI HOBUHM
pozpobneHi T‘C)Oi[ ] .
CTyAeHTAMM [oaaty HOBY TEMY...
_— (Mokw HOBWH Hemae)
v HoEitHi @ | Lecture 1. Cognitive deixis in cognitive poetics
AOCATHEHHSA
7 Haca 1. Links with lit tical
. Links with literary cnitical concepts. aaafRarm
U BigzHakm He3abapom
2. Deixis: Perceptual deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis, relational deixis, textual deixis,

Hemae noaid y MaiByTHbOMY

compositional deixis. Deictic shift theory.
lNepeTi A0 KaneHAApA...

3. Push and Pop.

Fig. 2 The beginning of the e-course with feedback elements

To the advantages of e-course we also refer different types of tasks:
reference to lectures of different format, textual references to seminars and
lectures, multiple choice tests. Diversity and interactivity of tasks in e-course

encourage users to the study of Cognitive linguistics, Semiotics and Pragmatics.
Topic 6

Lecture 6. Scripts and schemas

1. Precondition headers, instrumental headers, local headers, internal conceptualisation headers. Fleeting script.

2. Props; participants; entry conditions; results; and sequence of events.

3. Literary schemas accretion: tuning, restructuring.

4. Schema preserving, schema reinforcing, schema disruption, schema adding, schema refreshment, knowledge restructuring, schema preservation,
chema reinforcement, schema accretion, schema disruption, schema refreshment, world schemas, text schemas, and language schemas constitutive
schema.

5. First-order informativity, second-order informativity, third-order informativity, downgrading.

6. Cognitive poetic analysis.

Anomauyia: precondition headers, instrumental headers, local headers, internal conceptualisation headers. Fleeting script. Props; participants; entry
conditions; results; and sequence of events. Literary schemas accretion: tuning, restructuring. Schema preserving, schema reinforcing, schema
disruption, schema adding, schema refreshment, knowledge restructuring, schema preservation, schema reinforcement, schema accretion, schema
disruption, schema refreshment, world schemas, text schemas, and language schemas constitutive schema. First-order informativity, second-order
informativity, third-order informativity, downgrading, Cognitive poetic analysis.

] Seminar 6. Scripts and schemas.

V/ Test 6.5cript and Schemas



Fig. 3 The samples of references and tests to topics

As it was stated above, lectures are of different formats, but have unified
structure that includes annotation and several topics (from 2 to 8). References
used during lectures contain material from training guides, textbooks, articles of
modern foreign and national scientists as well as materials elaborated by the
tutor himself.

Final tests are also worth considering. These elements of summarizing
evaluation help to check users’ total knowledge of the topic material. Test Script

and Schemas demonstrated in Fig. 4., is taken as an example.
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Fig. 4 Test samples in the e-course “New tendencies in linguistics”

Test is of multiple choice type, where a student should choose one or
several answers from the list. Questions and answers are constantly mixed that
complicates students’ work. Each test attempt is evaluated automatically and has
passing grade. LMS MOODLE gives chance to choose for each group of
students in the course their individual time for test and set time limits. Just after
the attempt students can estimate their results — right and wrong answers.
Analysis of the wrong answers and collection of statistics enable to form
individual educational strategy both for a separate student and groups of
students. Certain tests can have definite restrictions provided by the tutor

according to the demands of the group. To these restrictions we refer



compulsory browsing of lectures, passing of preliminary tests etc. In Fig. 5 you
can see the example of a completed test that clearly shows: when the attempt
was begun and completed; the amount of time spent to pass the test; the amount
of scores the student got; the grade obtained by the student and the highest

possible test grade; right and wrong answers.
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Fig. 5 The sample of a completed test
LMS MOODLE gives possibility to browse and edit a full list of questions
used in all tests of the e-course. Question storage enables to form special
categories and subcategories, browse through old questions that are preserved
even after test deletion. Some of the questions from the storage of the course are
depicted in Fig. 6. We consider question storage being useful for tests to create

occasional questions with different level of complexity.
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Fig. 6 The start of the question storage in the e-course “New tendencies in

linguistics”

Section Statistics is very easy to use and allows to calculate automatically
statistical data from all completed attempts of a certain test. This helps to define
complicated and extremely easy questions for students.

LMS MOODLE uses also e-register to evaluate students. All test grades are
automatically transferred by the system into the register that tutor can easily
download in Open Document, Microsoft Word, Excel ao XML format. E-
register shows all users logged into the course, their e-mails, test results, grades
put manually by the tutor and calculates overall score in e-course. Tutor can set
up e-register according to his/her needs, he can change the value of each
separate test, use various formulas to count the average grade for the course.

Author’s course “New tendencies in linguistics” elaborated on LMS
MOODLE of Kherson State University «KSU Online» presents learning
material in a methodically unified form and creates conditions of its content
usage in any place and at any time apart from the form of students’ education.
Pedagogical experiment of forming professional students’ competence by means

of the given course have been taking place in Department of Foreign Languages



in Kherson State University during 3 years and recorded positive changes in the
level of development of professional competences and students’ individual
skills. 1% year students, specialty “Foreign language”, 90 students in all,
participated in the experiment. Control group (CG) and experimental group
(EG) had access to this e-course on LMS MOODLE «KSU Onliney.
Experimental group had additional recommended learning materials in
Cognitive linguistics, Semiotics and Pragmatics, represented as links on the
Internet (handbooks, guides, articles, etc.). In CG and EG the results of
academic performance were caused by test results, and the level of development
of individual skills, students’ motivation in acquiring practical skills in
Cognitive linguistics, Semiotics and Pragmatics were evaluated by means of
monitoring method and method of examination. According to the results of
investigation, the level of students’ autonomy while doing given tasks is
increasing significantly as well as the amount of educational web-pages visits on
open platforms. In experimental group students became more motivated and
ready to do creative tasks of professional nature. In comparison with control
group, experimental group showed the rise of a qualitative indicator of academic

performance of 16 %, that is demonstrated in Fig. 7.

80
60

40

20

Kr Er

H %



Fig. 7 Comparison of the results of pedagogical experiment in CG and
EG

Qualitative indicator of academic performance was calculated according to
end-of-semester exams’ results. Thus, each group got grades for seminars
including e-course grades in such topics: Cognitive grammar, Discourse world,
Text world theory, Poetic text, Images in ballads, Pragmatics, etc. (20 hours in
general).

Graphical representation of grades in the separate subgroup in the given
course is shown in Fig. 9.

3ATANNbHA KIJIbKICTb OLLIHOK 3A KYPC "HOBITHI
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Fig.9. Graphical representation of end-of-semester grades of a separate

experimental subgroup in course “New tendencies in professional subjects”

V. CONCLUSION

Google questionnaire consisting of 8 questions was elaborated to determine
the effectiveness of acquiring professional skills by students. According to
questionnaire results, we conclude that the majority of students (87%) wish to



continue studying of Cognitive linguistics, Semiotics and Pragmatics, and to
improve knowledge and skills with the help of e-course. 77 % of 1% year
students getting Master Degree are satisfied with the possibility to use LMS
MOODLE. Experimental group students demonstrated better skills in practical
exercises in Cognitive linguistics, Semiotics and Pragmatics.
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