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Наприклад, Роздольне – всі кажуть, що це Парижком. Це був совхоз імені Паризької 

комуни. Потім, Новопавловка – всі кажуть, що це Серп, бо був совхоз Серп і молот. 

Новоолександрівка – це офіційна назва, але якщо ви запитаєте: «А де тут 
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історична назва”. 
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Homanyuk M. DECOMMUNISATION PATTERNS OF RENAMING SETTLEMENTS IN 

THE SOUTH OF UKRAINE (THE CASE OF KHERSON REGION) 

 

The wave of renaming was passed in Ukraine in 2014-2016 within the process of 

decommunisation. As the result of renaming, many new toponyms appeared. There are three 

basic models of renaming in the South of Ukraine. The first one is a creating of new toponyms 

(mainly of neutral meaning). The second one is homonymic model (deetymologisation) when 

new name sounds similarly as a previous name. The third one is a returning of historical names. 

Despite of their semantic neutrality the new neutral toponyms are not actually neutral. Their 

appearance often deals with attempts of avoiding ideologically, politically and culturally 

significant names in local regions. The decommunisation renaming did not restore the historical 

justice concerning Crimean Tatars, German and Jews settlements, which were renamed in times 

of Stalin’s repressions  Due to decommunisation the cultural toponymic diversity of Kherson 

region became poor  One of the reasons were cliché names and toponyms which had nothing 

common with local geography and history. 

 

Key words: toponymy, decommunisation in Ukraine, renaming  

 

 


